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MORRISIONS OPENS THE UK’S FIRST BIOETHANOL E85 FUEL PUMP 

-  AS SAAB GB LAUNCHES ITS 9-5 BIOPOWER FOR CONSUMERS WHO 

CARE 

 

Morrisons supermarket will today open the UK’s first BioEthanol E85 filling pump, tying 

in with the first deliveries of the Saab 9-5 BioPower flex-fuel car.  The fuel will be 

branded as Harvest BioEthanol E85, with the environmentally-friendly pumps featuring a 

new butterfly logo and a blue filling hose. 

 

Morrisons, which is the UK’s fourth largest supermarket chain (with 274 petrol forecourts across the 

UK), will locate the UK’s first BioEthanol E85 pump on the forecourt of its Albion Way, Norwich site 

to be immediately followed by supplies of Harvest BioEthanol E85 at another four of its sites in the 

East of England – those of East Dereham, Lowestoft, Diss and Ipswich – plus at five sites in Somerset, 

in the South West of England. Furthermore, Morrisons has already earmarked several other sites 

across the UK, where Harvest BioEthanol E85 could soon be sold, according to consumer demand 

for it.  

 

Phil Maud, Petrol Director at Morrisons, commented on today’s news: “Morrisons is proud to be the 

country’s first petrol retailer to open a BioEthanol E85 refuelling pump, reinforcing our position as 

the UK’s largest forecourt retailer of alternative fuels. We believe that by encouraging the use of 

BioEthanol E85 we can contribute to a reduction in the harmful effects to the environment caused by 

the burning of fossil fuels.” Mr Maud went on to comment: “Furthermore, creating demand for this 

product will, in the medium to long term, present major opportunities for UK farmers, who have 

always had strong support from Morrisons, to supply their excess cereals capacity to supply 

BioEthanol manufacturers.” 

 
Harvest BioEthanol E85 will retail for 2 pence per litre less than petrol. In Norwich, this means that, 

at the time of launch, it will sell for 84.9 pence per litre compared to 86.9 pence per litre for 

unleaded petrol. Morrisons has chosen East Anglia for the launch because of the region’s role in 

spearheading the fast-emerging UK biofuels industry.  



 
The availability of BioEthanol E85 on the first UK forecourts has been timed to coincide with the first 

customer deliveries of the Saab 9-5 BioPower, which was officially launched in the UK in November 

2005. Saab is leading the premium sector in being the first manufacturer to offer this innovative 

solution. Saab BioPower technology enables its cars to run on either the potent yet environmentally-

friendly fuel BioEthanol E85, which is a blend of 85% BioEthanol and 15% petrol, or on pure petrol, 

without any adjustment required by the driver.  When running on BioEthanol E85, the fossil CO2 

emissions of the Saab 9-5 BioPower are typically between 50-70% cleaner than when running on 

petrol. Furthermore, as its name suggests, the Saab 9-5 BioPower not only offers purer power, but 

more of it. Because Saab’s turbocharging technology and engine management systems make it possible 

to take advantage of bioethanol’s higher octane rating, an impressive 20 per cent gain in brake horse 

power and 16 per cent growth in torque can be enjoyed when the car runs on BioEthanol E85 

compared to when running on regular unleaded petrol. 

   
Jonathan Nash, Managing Director of Saab Great Britain, said: “Biofuels can play a crucial role in 

reducing CO2 emissions from passenger cars, and as the Government itself said when it announced 

plans for a Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation (RTFO) in November, a 5% use of biofuels today 

would be equivalent to taking one million cars off the road. Although I welcome the positive steps 

that the British Government has taken so far in its introduction of a 5% RTFO and the 20 pence-per-

litre tax rebate on biofuels, our experience in other markets shows that the Government needs to 

take a more strategic approach. Government should show genuine joined-up thinking, by introducing 

an integrated package of long-term incentives to give consumers the confidence to make the switch 

to greener fuels, including BioEthanol E85." 

 

Mr Nash went on to point out that: “In Sweden, central and local government financial incentives to 

encourage BioEthanol-fuelled cars – including a reduction in company car tax, exemption from 

Stockholm’s congestion charges and free city parking - have resulted in over five and a half thousand 

Saab 9-5 BioPower cars already being delivered to Swedish drivers since last summer. Here in the 

UK, Morrisons has demonstrated its commitment to the fuel - now let's see the Government do the 

same.” 

 

Futura Petroleum will supply Morrisons with the Harvest BioEthanol E85 in an initiative supported by 

the Energy Saving Trust and Renewables East.  

 

Simon Davis, Head of Sales at Futura Petroleum, the supplier of Harvest BioEthanol E85 to 

Morrisons, commented: “We are delighted to be working with Morrisons and Saab to provide 



Harvest BioEthanol, the first E85 available to the UK public. This launch reinforces Futura’s position 

as the leading supplier of renewable motor fuels to British motorists.” 

 

Also commenting on the arrival of BioEthanol E85, Tim Curtis, Director of Operations at the Energy 

Saving Trust, which is a not for profit organisation funded by the Department for Transport, Scottish 

Executive and the Welsh Assembly Government, added: “Today’s opening sends an important 

message to both businesses and consumers that retailers and manufacturers are taking the carbon 

challenge seriously and finding real solutions to reduce increasing CO2 emissions from road 

transport.   What’s more, the Energy Saving Trust is pleased to announce that projects of this type 

can receive grant support via its infrastructure programme, providing further incentives for industry 

to develop alternative refuelling options to deliver a more sustainable transport future.” 

 

James Beal, Managing Director of Renewables East, the public-funded renewable energy agency for the 

East of England which is pioneering the development of biofuels and other forms of renewable energy 

in East of England, said: “I congratulate Morrisons for its proactive action in launching Harvest 

BioEthanol E85. Developing this market has the opportunity to create and secure up to 10,000 jobs in 

agriculture and fuel production in the UK, thereby providing a important market opportunity for the 

East of England given its position as the cereal-growing capital of the UK. 

 
BioEthanol E85 

BioEthanol is produced from a wide variety of agricultural produce, including forest residue, sugar 

cane, sugar beet and grain, making it a totally renewable and sustainable fuel source. When mixed in 

high volumes with low volumes of petrol, a potent yet environmentally friendly fuel, known as 

BioEthanol E85 is created.  

 

Unlike traditional fossil fuels such as petrol and diesel, the consumption of BioEthanol E85 does not 

significantly raise atmospheric levels of Carbon Dioxide (CO2), which is the greenhouse gas that, 

according to some scientific research, contributes to global warming. This is because the emissions 

that are released during driving have already been cancelled out by the amount of CO2 that was 

removed from the atmosphere, through nature's photosynthesis process, when the crops for 

conversion to BioEthanol were grown.  

 
--o00o-- 

 

A full selection of images showing the Morrisons, Saab and Futura logos can be 

downloaded from 



http://media.saab.co.uk

(Temporary username and password to enter the Saab 9-5 BioPower section  

in the Saab media gallery is gm1848) 

 

For more information: 

 

Colin Middlemiss at Morrisons, 01274 356810 or 07800 611090, 

colin.middlemiss@morrisonsplc.co.uk

Rebecca Wright at Saab, 07775 825 201, rebecca.wright@uk.saab.com

Gary Axon at Saab, 07768 505361, gary.axon@uk.saab.com

Simon Davis at Futura Petroleum, 07720 805233, simon.davis@futura-petroleum.com

 

Editors Notes 

About Morrisons 

Morrisons, the UK’s fourth largest supermarket (with around 9 million customers every week), 
started life as a family run business in the northern markets. Even though the egg and butter market 
stall has long gone, the family beliefs of quality, value and service are still evident in today’s business. 
Morrisons still has a family member at the helm, in the UK’s longest serving FTSE100 chairman Sir 
Ken Morrison. 
 
Morrisons’ unique approach to food retailing is evident in all areas of the supply chain. It maintains a 
high degree of vertical integration, manufacturing and/or packing many of its own label fresh foods. 
Whilst giving its customers quality and value, this also brings Morrisons very close to its agricultural 
suppliers, particularly growers and farmers. 
 
The ten Morrisons petrol forecourts with BioEthanol E85 pumps will be:  
 
East of England – Norwich, East Dereham, Lowestoft, Diss and Ipswich 
Somerset – Bridgewater, Yeovil, Weston-Super-Mare, Clevedon, Taunton  
 
 

www.morrisons.co.uk
 
About Saab 
 
Saab is GM’s European premium brand, reflecting a unique Scandinavian design ethic, fused with a 
strong aircraft engineering heritage. Saab’s distinctive cars benefit from the best of GM’s worldwide 
capability, while being engineered and designed to cater for the exacting requirements of the global 
premium motorist. 
 
Saab was founded in Sweden in 1937 as Svenska Aeroplan Aktiebolaget (Swedish Aircraft Company), 
producing its first aircraft-inspired passenger car in 1949, with UK sales commencing in 1960. Saab is 
currently the UK’s fastest-growing premium car brand. The Saab 9-5 BioPower is now available to 
order and deliveries commence this month with prices starting at £21,651. 

http://media.saab.co.uk/
mailto:colin.middlemiss@morrisonsplc.co.uk
mailto:rebecca.wright@uk.saab.com
mailto:gary.axon@uk.saab.com
mailto:simon.davis@futura-petroleum.com
http://www.morrisons.co.uk/


 
www.saab.co.uk

About Futura  
 
Futura Petroleum has been supplying petrol and diesel to British motorists since 1993 and is the UK’s 
leading innovator in environmentally-sound motorfuels, having lead the introduction of both City 
Diesel and City Petrol in the 1990’s. As a major supplier to most of the leading supermarkets, 
including Morrisons, Futura has an enviable reputation for service, quality and price necessary to 
serve its demanding customers. 
 
In February 2006, Futura announced the development of a major BioEthanol plant in Amsterdam, with 
fuel being made from wheat, much of which is planned to be sourced from Britain. Production will 
come on stream in Q3 of 2007 with supplies into the UK following shortly thereafter. 
 

www.futura-petroleum.com
 
About Energy Saving Trust 
 
The Energy Saving Trust was set up by the UK Government after the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro and is one of the UK’s leading organisations addressing the damaging affects of climate change. 
It aims to cut carbon dioxide emissions by promoting the sustainable and efficient use of energy. The 
Energy Saving Trust is a non-profit organisation funded by government and the private sector. 
  
The Energy Saving Trust’s transport unit is working on behalf of governments to improve the quality 
of our environment.  Funded mainly by the Department for Transport, the Scottish Executive and the 
Welsh Assembly Government, it works in partnership with the transport industry, corporate fleet 
sector and the public sector to help make the UK a cleaner and healthier place to live and work 
 

www.est.org.uk/fleet
 
About Renewables East   

Renewables East, the renewable energy agency for the East of England, is a not-for-profit, independent 
company, established and grant funded by the East of England Development Agency, tasked with 
advocating and supporting the growth of renewable energy opportunities in the East of England.  
 
The company addresses issues underpinning the Government’s long-term strategic vision for a 
national energy policy that encompasses a response to the threat of climate change, the need to 
address the security of the UK’s energy supplies, and the opportunities to improve our economic 
competitiveness by the development and deployment of renewable energy technologies to achieve a 
low carbon future. 
                                 
In the heart of East Anglia, Norwich is located close to where the UK’s first bioethanol factory is 
currently under construction.  British Sugar is building a site in  Wissington, Norfolk, which will be 
operational in January 2007, and which will utilise locally grown sugar beet. 
 

www.renewableseast.org.uk
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